Early Childhood III Course Expectations & Overview 

Early Childhood Education III is the third course in the Early Childhood Care and Education pathway and one option for program completers. The course provides in-depth study of early brain development and its implications for early learning, appropriate technology integration, and developmentally appropriate parenting and child guidance trends. Also addressed are collaborative parent/teacher/child relationships and guidance, child directed play, the changing dynamics of family culture and diversity, the causes and effects of stress on young children, and nutrition.
  
Mastery of standards through project based learning, laboratory application, technical skills practice, and leadership development activities of the career and technical student organizations will provide students with a competitive edge for either entry into the education global marketplace and/or the post-secondary institution of their choice when continuing their education and training.
This course is offered to upper level students who are sincerely interested in working with children and is the final course in the pathway.  One of the most exciting opportunities of this course is the privilege of hands on independent experience with children whether it is in a preschool settings for the community or run the afterschool program for teachers children coming from the elementary school.  The high school student is able to have hands-on, practical classroom experience. This gives the student the opportunity to learn different teaching styles and methodologies.  This experience allows the student to explore different grade levels of education while determining what they would like to pursue at the post-secondary level. 
The course offers many hands-on activities, real-life situations, team building experiences, community guest appearances and creativity opportunities.  It’s a great deal of work, with a great deal of reward.
Our course also offers an After School Program in which children from the elementary school are mentored and tutored by the high school student if the opportunity presents itself.  This offers a wonderful opportunity for the high school student to practice their teaching skills, their understanding of curriculum, developmental needs of the child as well as play-based learning within the laboratory setting. 
Everyone is or will be touched by the life of a child, whether male of female at some point in their life.  It is amazing to watch the transformation of the student as they work, play and grow with the children. 
Early Childhood Education Courses are graded based upon state mandated standards.  At the end of this course a EOPA (end of pathway assessment) will be given to measure understanding.  
In preparation of the EOPA weekly a set of objectives will be assigned to help students prepare for assessment and assess knowledge periodically throughout course.  Each set of Duty Objectives are due each Friday.  Along with test prep several sample test have been created on various sites to provide practice. Each week a test is due to measure growth.  
Grading Breakdown:
1. Observation of standards put into practice with preschool or school age students (weekly)
2. NOCTI duty questions completed and researched for appropriateness in dealing with children. (Due every Friday). Typically, there are 8 to 15 questions that is being focused for certain standards.
3. Standardized test practice (Quia, quizlet, studystacks, Kahoot) weekly…
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Behavioral Expectations:
Due to the importance of modeling appropriate behavior students are prohibited to curse or model inappropriate behavior (which include attitudes towards redirection especially in front of children).  If the instructor feels that it is detrimental to the learning environment you may be unable to finish pathway.  Behavior and maturity is a vital part of being an educator and or working with children.  Observation (Putting standards into practice) is a great portion of being assessed in this course. If one is off task, talking or working on things outside of our class while they should be focusing on children or assignment given, not interacting with children their grade will be greatly affected.   If a student is using cellular device or computer when they are supposed to be interacting with children deduction of points will take place each time this is observed or devices will be confiscated due to safety of children comes first.  A student can’t be on phone or computer and be in full awareness of their surroundings and a child’s safety. This violates code of conduct as caregiver.
Due dates are important to keep up with.  If assignments are turned in past due date deduction of points may occur because one of our standards in employability skills, part of this include but is not limited to meeting deadlines and demonstrating responsibility in the work force ( for example if I don’t clock in and out I may not get paid for my services rendered- same things applies to our real world class experience.) The expectation is for you to demonstrate responsibility as a pathway completer and check Edmodo weekly for things that are due or expected to prepare you for EOPA & the trends in education.   Friday is our status update days. This is when grades are typically updated and a conversation is conducted about things missing or expectations.  Please know if you choose to turn in assignments late or delayed grading cannot happen immediately and your grade will be uploaded delayed as well.  Thanks    
Communication:
Please feel free to contact me anytime christyprice@henry.k12.ga.us
Remind 101- Please get class code for your period that you have been assigned
Edmodo- Group Code for completers- tii3zf- This is where you will submit questions and assignments are posted weekly.
